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TEL AVIV – UVeye, an Israeli supplier of high-tech 
vehicle-inspection systems, is planning to expand in 
the United States with the introduction of products 
especially designed for car dealers, used-car auction 
houses and major vehicle-fleet operators.  

The company plans to open sales and product development offices in Ohio 
and New York, is assembling a team of regional sales representatives and 
also is exploring various North American locations for production and 
warehouse facilities in 2021.  

North American sites under consideration for 
future UVeye production facilities include 
locations in Michigan, Ohio and Texas, as well as 
several locations in the southeastern United 
States. The company currently has headquarters in 
Stamford, Connecticut; Tel Aviv, and Tokyo. A 
European headquarters is scheduled to open in 
Munich later this year.  

“Our systems are ideally suited for use by new 

and used-car dealership groups, major fleets, 
vehicle auction houses and rental-car 
companies,” noted Amir Hever, UVeye’s co-

founder and CEO. “Our deep-learning 
technology identifies even the smallest exterior defects or problems within 
seconds and can significantly improve profit margins and customer 

satisfaction levels.” 

The company’s deep-learning technology initially was developed for the 
security industry to detect weapons, explosives, illegal drugs and other 
contraband. Today its inspection systems are in place at hundreds of high-
security locations throughout the world and have generated millions of 
vehicle scans. 

“We currently have several major automotive- and security-industry pilot 
programs underway in North America,” Hever concluded. “Combined with 
development projects underway in Japan and Europe, we expect those 
programs will lead to a significant amount of new business over the next 12-
24 months.”  

UVEYE PLANS TO EXPAND IN THE UNITED STATES  
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TOKYO – Hitachi Automotive Systems, Ltd. is introducing a new heavy-duty 
automated parking brake (APB HD) especially designed for pickup trucks, vans, 
SUVs and light commercial vehicles. 

Developed by the company’s Brake Business Unit in Europe, the new brake system already has gone into 
production in North America and Europe. Several Hitachi Automotive Systems customers will introduce the 
new brake system on new vehicles in September in Europe and October in North America. The brake system 
will go into production in the Asia-Pacific region in 2021. 

With its acquisition last year of Chassis Brakes International, Hitachi Automotive 
Systems is now the third largest supplier of automated parking brakes worldwide 
based on the company’s analysis of the market. 

The new brake system is suited for a variety of pickup trucks, vans, SUVs and light 
commercial vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating at or below 3.5 tons. It offers 
a considerable weight advantage compared to other systems, such as electric Drum-
in-Hat where it can save 6.6 pounds (3 kg) or more. 

“Our new system benefits from the latest developments in APB safety and system management, and extends 
the use of this technology to a much broader range of vehicles,” said Bernd Schemer, head of the Brake 
Business Unit at Hitachi Automotive Systems.  

Hitachi’s automated parking brakes provide automakers with a variety of advantages such as improved safety, 
robustness, weight savings and autonomous driving functions, including automated valet parking (AVP). 
Hitachi APBs also are optimized for future e-mobility noise, vibration and harshness (NVH) requirements. 

HITACHI AUTOMOTIVE SYSTEMS HAS NEW AUTOMATED PARKING BRAKE 

MILAN – Alcantara, the first company in Italy to be certified as Carbon 
Neutral more than 10 years ago, continues its corporate efforts to fight 
against pollution and climate change. 

In observation of World Environment Day 2020, Alcantara Chairman an CEO 
Andrea Boragno said that support for environmental sustainability and the 
struggle against climate change is a core value of Alcantara’s corporate culture 
and important to the company’s business strategy. 

He noted that Alcantara achieved carbon neutrality in 2019 by eliminating 61,558 
tons of CO2 emissions at its facilities and has supported more than 40 projects 
coordinated by the United Nations over the past 10 years to compensate for 
residual CO2 emissions to expand the use of renewable energy resources and to 
improve the welfare of people in underdeveloped countries around the world. 

Four recently Alcantara-supported environmental projects include wind farms in 
India and Argentina, a program to save water in Eritrea and a solar plant in China. 
At the company’s Nera Montoro production facilities in Italy more than 78 percent of all waste material is 
recovered and recycled. An energy-recycling cogeneration plant now provides 65 percent of the energy 
required for production. 

Alcantara also is committed to continuous improvement in the field of sustainability and maximizing its use of 
bio-based raw materials in production processes. The company’s sustainability efforts are annually published 
and available at at https://sustainabilityreport.alcantara.com/.  

ALCANTARA CONTINUES CARBON-NEUTRAL SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS 

Hitachi‘s new automated 
parking brake 

https://sustainabilityreport.alcantara.com/
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DETROIT – The move to more earth-friendly air-conditioning 
refrigerants will have a significant impact on the manufacture of a wide 
variety of farming, mining and off-highway vehicles, as well as on Class 
8 trucks. 

Heavy-duty truck and off-highway vehicle manufacturers today face a multi-million-dollar switch to a more 
environmentally friendly, but more expensive and more flammable refrigerant -- R-1234yf. Car and light-
truck makers in the U.S. already have moved to the more expensive hydrofluoroolefin (HFO) R-1234yf 
refrigerants from previous hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) such as R-134a to meet EPA requirements prompted 
by global-warming concerns. However, similar standards are not yet in place for commercial vehicles. 

INFICON, a global supplier of leak-detection equipment, believes a changeover to HFOs for heavy-duty 
trucks and off-highway vehicles is inescapable and soon will require the adoption of more stringent AC-
system quality-control checks as well. 

Most heavy-duty trucks are equipped with air conditioning, but INFICON estimates that today more than 80 
percent of all farm combines and tractors, as well as construction, mining and other off-highway vehicles 
come equipped with AC systems as well. North American production of heavy-duty Class 8 trucks totaled 
approximately 350,000 units last year, while off-highway vehicle production reached 130,000 units or more 
during the same period. 

Without government requirements there has been little pressure on OEMs to change over to HFO refrigerants 
or adopt tighter leak-detection methodology for quality control and safety reasons. New regulatory 
requirements and a changeover to new refrigerants, however, will make leak testing more important than ever. 

THE MOVE TO MORE EARTH-FRIENDLY AIR-CONDITIONING REFRIGERANTS 

 

PARIS – Valeo has developed the world's most powerful air-sterilization system for bus 
and motor coach cabins.  
 
The system eliminates, upon activation and in a single airflow cycle, more than 95 percent 

of viruses, including Covid-19, as well as any bacteria or mold present in the air circulating in the cabin. 
 
Irrespective of the source of infection, whether inside or outside the vehicle, Valeo-designed modules are 
effective throughout the vehicle's journey with passengers onboard. 
 
The Valeo devices are available as a standalone solution box or they can be directly integrated into a vehicle’s 
air conditioning system. They use ultraviolet light technology which works as both a bactericide and 
germicide and can kill microbes such as viruses and pathogens.  
 
Valeo has created a unique solution integrating a UV light provided by one of the leading experts in the 
technology, and a “light labyrinth”, which block the UV rays from spreading outside of the metal box, 
ensuring that passengers are never exposed to them.   
 
The Institute of Medical Virology at the Goethe University Hospital in Frankfurt, Germany, confirmed in July 
the technology’s virucidal efficacy.  
 
The Valeo solution recently has been integrated as original equipment in vehicles manufactured by a Brazilian 
bus maker and plans to bring these systems to markets in Europe, the Americas and Asia. 

VALEO  HAS DEVELOPED VIRUS ELIMINATING HEALTH SHIELD FOR BUSES 
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MILAN – The 2021-model Ford GT Heritage Edition recently unveiled 
by Ford Performance will feature a driver-centric interior with 
performance seating dressed in red Alcantara material along with black 

Alcantara on its instrument panel, headliner and steering wheel.  

Alcantara is known for its light weight, grip and breathability. 
The Ford GT Heritage Edition comes with a Frozen White 
exterior paint treatment, exposed carbon fiber hood and Race 
Red livery to reflect the 55th anniversary of Ford’s first  
24-hour endurance win at Daytona.  

Founded in 1972, Alcantara represents one of the leading Made 
in Italy brands. A registered trademark of Alcantara S.p.A and 
the result of unique and proprietary technology, Alcantara ® is a 
highly innovative material offering an unparalleled combination 
of sensory, aesthetic and functional qualities. Thanks to its 
extraordinary versatility, Alcantara is the chosen material for 
leading brands in numerous specialist fields: fashion and accessories, the automotive industry, interior design, 
home décor and consumer electronics.  

DETROIT – INFICON expects to see a significant increase in robotic 
leak testing in the regulation-sensitive arena of auto manufacturing in 
years to come.  

“While right now barely five percent of all U.S. automotive plants currently 
have robotic leak-detection systems, INFICON expects that this number will 
climb up to 20 percent or more within the next four to five years,” says Thomas 
Parker, the company’s North American automotive sales manager. 

Static robotic leak-detection today is used on automotive assembly lines to test a 
variety of components, including fuel systems, air-conditioning parts and 
transmissions. The move from low-pressure fuel injection (40-60 psi) to much 
higher pressure direct-injection systems (2000-3000 psi), for example, has 
dramatically increased the need for fuel-system quality checks.  

Robotic testing using a forming gas or helium is proving to be the easiest, most 
efficient way to ensure fuel-injection system safety and reliability without the 
need for additional manpower.  

Parker adds that robotic testing is a critically important first step in eliminating costly human error that 
invariably takes place when tests are conducted manually. And in the age of the coronavirus crisis, robotics 
also supports the need for social distancing. 

“How you leak test is just as important as the equipment you use,” he says. “A properly installed robotic 
station can make the difference between stellar product quality and an expensive exercise in futility. Just like a 
great chef carefully sets up his or her kitchen with the right equipment, great product leak testing requires 
attention to detail.” 

INFICON’s Robotic Leak Testing White Paper includes five important tips to help manufacturing engineers 
and quality control managers to avoid costly mistakes when installing robotic leak-detection systems. The 
white paper can be accessed at https://bit.ly/3bHxE81.  

INFICON HAS HELPFUL TIPS FOR ROBOTIC LEAK-TESTING SUCCESS  

 

Sniffer probe mounted on robotic 
arm at known problem area. 

FORD GT HERITAGE EDITION FEATURES RED ALCANTARA SEATING  

Seats of the 2021-model Ford GT Heritage 
Edition dressed in red Alcantara® 

https://bit.ly/3bHxE81
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INFICON AUTHORS SAE PAPER ON EV BATTERY-CELL LEAK DETECTION 

DETROIT – INFICON, a leading supplier of automotive leak-detection 
technology, has authored an SAE International paper on advanced lithium
-ion leak detection that could lead to the establishment of the industry’s 
first reliable quality-control standards for battery cells. 

Dr. Daniel Wetzig, head of leak-detection research and development at INFICON, points out that INFICON 
has developed non-destructive leak-detection methods that for the first time can be used to set quantifiable and 
repeatable standards for testing all types of lithium-ion battery cells. 

“There currently are no reliable tests on which to base leak-detection standards for a full range of soft-pouch, 
cylindrical or prismatic battery cells in use throughout the industry,” notes Dr. Daniel Wetzig. “Today’s 
pressure and helium testing methods are either too slow or unreliable, and also may allow small, but 
significant lithium-ion leaks to go unnoticed.” 

Lithium-ion battery cells fall into three categories – hard-cased prismatic and cylindrical cells and softer 
pouch cells. Because they are lighter in weight, pouch cells are growing in popularity with automakers, but 
they also are more difficult to accurately test.  

Commonly used testing  methods like helium gas tests or helium bombing in a vacuum chamber do not 
provide the reliably consistent results needed to establish industry wide standards for battery-cell leak 
detection.  

Entitled “Methods for Leak Testing Lithium-Ion Batteries to Assure Quality with Proposed Rejection Limit 
Standards,” a print or digital copy of INFICON’s SAE Paper 2020 01 0448 is available at  
https://bit.ly/3dM6ht5 for $33.  

CLEVELAND, Ohio – UVeye, an Israeli supplier of contact-free vehicle-inspection 
systems, has named two executives to head its North American management team for 
the launch of cost-saving products designed for car dealers, used-car auction houses 
and major vehicle fleets. 

Glenn Hemminger has joined UVeye as managing director of North American Operations, 
and Bob Rich has been named North American sales director. The company recently 
announced plans to establish new offices in Ohio and New York and expects to open 
production and warehouse facilities in the U.S. next year.  

A West Point graduate, Hemminger had been director of international business development 
at Cleveland-based Dealer Tire. He previously had served in senior management positions at 
Cliffs Natural Resources and Gas Natural Inc. 

Prior to joining UVeye, Rich had been a regional sales manager at 
Frogdata, a provider of advanced data analytics platforms for car 
dealerships. His sales and marketing experience includes work at DealerSocket, CDK Global, 
Cars.com and The Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

“Hemminger and Rich bring us a wealth of retail automotive experience and will be focused 
on successfully introducing UVeye products to a broad range of new- and used-car 
dealerships, vehicle auction houses and major fleets,” said Amir Hever, the company’s co-
founder and CEO.  

UVeye technology is used by automakers to improve manufacturing quality, by car auctions to disclose 

previous damage and by security professionals to detect bombs, weapons and other onboard-vehicle threats. 

UVEYE NAMES TWO EXECUTIVES TO LEAD ITS US-OPERATIONS GROUP 

Glenn Hemminger 

Bob Rich 

https://bit.ly/3dM6ht5
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BLOOMFIELD HILLS, Mich. – COVID-19 has changed the automotive events 
landscape and led to a major shift to “virtual” meetings as well as a number of 
program cancellations.  

While the ITE World Congress was completely cancelled and events such as the INA PAACE 
Automechanika were postponed until 2021, numerous other events were switched over to virtual platforms. 
Webinars also have become more popular.  

All of the conferences listed on AutoCom‘s major events calendar earlier in the year, for example, have been 
canceled, postponed or changed over to virtual formats.   

AutoCom recently asked some of its clients how they were 
adapting to the new “COVID-19 pandemic” meeting climate.  

“We have stopped relying on offline, in-person events and 
have started to host and participate much more in online 
product demonstrations and webinars,” says Yaron Saghiv, 
CMO of UVeye. “It has been an interesting period.  People 
have realized that even if the virus is here to stay for a while, 
the show must go on.” 

Alcantara has tackled the current situation with a mixed approach, 
combining offline and online activities for the introduction of new 
products and programs.  

Alcantara‘s exhibition at the Royal Palace in Milan —“Out of the Blue. A Callligraphic Journey through 
Alcantara” — featured online press activities and recorded interviews with the artists placed on the 
company’s social media channels. The exhibition was open to the public, but on a limited basis and by 
reservation only.  The exhibition opened in early September and closed on October 11th. 

COVID-19 CHANGES THE AUTOMOTIVE EVENTS LANDSCAPE IN 2020 

AUTOCOM NAMED PR AGENCY OF RECORD FOR VALEO IN NORTH AMERICA 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, Mich. – Valeo, a major automotive supplier and partner to 
automakers throughout the world, has selected AutoCom Associates as its North 
American public relations agency of record. 

A leading global technology company, Valeo develops innovative products and systems that are designed to 
make vehicles more intuitive, autonomous, connected and environmentally friendly. The company has 190 
plants, 20 research centers, 43 development centers and 15 distribution platforms in 33 countries.  

Valeo’s customer portfolio includes BMW, Chery, Citroen, DAF, Daimler, FAW, FCA, Fiat, Ford, General 
Motors, Great Wall, Honda, Hyundai, JAC, Jaguar, Kia, Land Rover, MAN, Mazda, Mercedes, Nissan, 
Peugeot, Porsche, Renault, SAIC, Scania, Subaru, Suzuki, TATA, Toyota, Volkswagen and Volvo.  

Founded in 1995, AutoCom provides public relations counsel and support to businesses working in the global 
automotive industry. Located in the Detroit suburb of Bloomfield Hills, the firm is a member of Automotive 
PR, an international public relations agency network with more than 40 affiliates in 33 countries.  

AutoCom has extensive experience working with Ford Motor Company, General Motors and FCA, as well as 
a number of European, Japanese and Korean car makers and their suppliers.  

Additional information about Valeo is available at www.valeo.com. To learn more about AutoCom 
Associates, visit www.usautocom.com.  

Artwork by Mao Lizi at the Royal 
Palace in Milan 

http://www.valeo.com
http://www.usautocom.com
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SAVE THE DATES 

Advanced Automotive Battery 
Conference 

November 3-5, 2020 
VIRTUAL 

 

AUTOCOM’S INTERNSHIP PROGRAM CONTINUES REMOTELY FOR 2020  

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, Mich. – AutoCom’s current interns Christoph Neunsinger and Philipp Weber are 
pursuing their AutoCom internships from home offices in Germany. 

Covid-19 travel restrictions from the US government made physical attendance for 
AutoCom’s current interns impossible. AutoCom currently allows its interns to work from 
home offices in Nuernberg and Regensburg, Germany.  

“Working remotely doesn’t necessarily have to include restrictions in our daily work,” said 
Neunsinger, the first AutoCom intern to work remotely.  “The only aspect to consider is the 
six-hours’ time difference, but this is just an organizational matter.” 

Larry Weis, president of AutoCom, was pleasantly surprised by how quickly AutoCom and 
its interns adapted to the new Covid-19 work environment.  

Neunsinger joined AutoCom in May.  Weber became part of the AutoCom family at the 
beginning of August. They are assisting agency clients and laying the groundwork for 
several new internal communication projects. 

AutoCom will welcome a number of new interns from Germany in the upcoming months. 
While Denise Morawek, Theresa Ostermeier and Patrick Horzella are currently enrolled at 
universities in Cologne, Regensburg and Essen, Jana Hochbohm is joining AutoCom as a 
recent college graduate.  

SAE Brake Colloquium and 
Exhibition 

October 11-14, 2020 
VIRTUAL 

The Assembly Show 
 

October 27-29, 2020 
VIRTUAL 

AAPEX 
 

November 3-5, 2020 
VIRTUAL 

 

The Battery Show and EV Tech 
Digital Days 

November 10-12, 2020 
VIRTUAL 

 

@AutoCom Associates  

@AutoComAssociates 

@AutoComDetroit  

@autocom_associates 

AutoCom Associates 
 

100 West Long Lake Road 

Suite 122 

Bloomfield Hills 

MI 48304 
 

Phone: +1.248.647.8621 

www.usautocom.com 

SEMA360 
 

November,02-06, 2020 
VIRTUAL 

 

Christoph Neunsinger 

Philipp Weber 

https://bit.ly/2FHzDh0
https://bit.ly/33zVtuV
https://bit.ly/3mxvMDS
https://bit.ly/35Nn8LE
https://bit.ly/2FHzDh0
https://bit.ly/33zVtuV
https://bit.ly/3mxvMDS
https://bit.ly/35Nn8LE
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christoph-neunsinger/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philippweber17/

